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If elected, runs the Trimble letter, General
Weaver "expects to labor for a reform in
finances, and will co-operate with such men,
as believe with himself in regard to finances,
and when he cannot find, on any given meas-
ure, such men, will act with those who come
nearest his views. Pie expects to co-operate
with the Democrats as against the Republican
organization, and will assist the Democrats in
the organization of the House." He was a
Democrat before the Civil War and had always
been opposed to a protective tariff,

"He is not an extremist on currency," con-
tinues the letter, '' does not believe in unlimited
inflation, and thinks we ought to have an in-
crease of currency, either by full silver coinage
or more greenbacks; is opposed to making the
nation pay interest, directly or indirectly, on its
currency, and is opposed to any policy looking
to the creation of a perpetual debt."00

At the time of his first election to Congress
in 1878 these views probably represent General
Weaver's opinions stated in a conservative way
to avoid unnecessary offense to possible sup-
porters who might differ in unessential mat-
ters. The distinctive features of his viewa
centered around finance.

Two editorials in The Iowa State Register
expressed the opinions of his former party
associates in regard to his election to Congress.